Large B-cell lymphoma presenting in the spleen: identification of different clinicopathologic conditions.
Only a few series of splenic large B-cell lymphoma have been previously reported, including limited immunophenotypic studies and clinical data. Here we review the clinical data, morphology, and immunophenotype of series of 33 cases of large B-cell lymphoma presenting in the spleen. Three main groups of tumors are identified. Group A was characterized by macronodular tumors (20 cases), with predominantly stage I disease and a favorable clinical outcome. All cases were bcl6 positive. Group B was characterized by a micronodular pattern (nine cases), including a subset with T-cell-rich B-cell lymphoma features. Most of the patients in this group were diagnosed at advanced clinical stages and died of the disease. All cases were bcl6 positive. Group C was characterized by diffuse red pulp infiltration (four cases) and advanced clinical stages and showed an aggressive behavior. All but one case were bcl6 positive. The results of this series define a characteristic type of large B-cell lymphoma presenting in the spleen as a tumoral mass, associated with a relatively favorable clinical course. Additionally, they provide evidence that clinical presentation as a tumor confined to the spleen and the hilar lymph nodes is associated with lower aggressivity.